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Point Loma Ecological Reserve
By Donald Lydy, A.l.A.

The diminishing
amount of native
coastal habitat in
southern Califor-
nia, along with
the sensitivity
toward natural
wildlife habitats,
has made Point
Loma an ecologi-
cally significant
area. Concern for
the area led the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the California Department of Fish and Game,

the Audubon Society, and the Department of
Defense to join together and form an Ecological
Reserve Area (ERA) in the Point Loma peninsula.

Point Loma Peninsula

Five Navy Commanding Officers on Point Loma
gave added strength to the ERA effort. When a
significant Military Construction project threatened
to disturb even more natural habitats, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service called for a work stop-
page. In April 1993, the Navy Officers signed a
letter of agreement guaranteeing effective conser-
vation of the wildlife and habitats of the Point
Loma peninsula. The agreement would develop a
Management Plan of Natural Resources to identify
and conserve the areas necessary to maintain the
biological diversity of the natural communities, an
increasing problem as development and other land
uses encroach upon and fragment
native habitats.

The Management

Plan, which will be
completed in 1994,
includes a designated
reserve sanctuary that
will remain undisturbed
in perpetuity. Of the
1500 acres on the Point
Loma peninsula that are under
various governmental jurisdictions,
approximately 640 acres are included
in the reserve.

Vulnerable biological communities will be pro-
tected and their long-term existence and perpetu-
ation ensured. Species sensitive to extermination
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by non-native competi-
tors and predators will
no longer face local
eradication or extinction.
More focus will be
placed on the manage-
ment of ecosystems and
a variety of native habi-
tats and species, rather
than on single species
or populations. The
Plan includes long-term,
in-place mitigation that
allows the Navy to pro-
ceed with planned stew-
ardship of the unique
natural resources under
its jurisdiction. Each
activity on Point Loma
has agreed to the Plan
and will develop land
management practices,
request resources, and
implement appropriate
protection for the
conserved areas.

"\~ -
DS S
& e « A P

I" 4
3 \sﬁlo oY

N C=
v 9=

SAN DIEGO BAY
AN

The major biological objectives for identifying the
areas that will form the basis of a natural resource
reserve system include maintaining the following:

 Functional ecosystems within the Natural Resource
Management Plan study area.

« Viable populations of target plant and animal species.

 Functional wildlife corridors and habitat linkages
between critical biological resource areas within
the natural resources reserve system.

e The full range of native vegetation communities and
successional phases in ecologically significant areas
with a focus on habitats that are viable and of limited
distribution in a regional context.

Current access within selected areas of the
reserve, which include security, circulation and
parking, utility systems, fire services, and siting
of some structures, will continue.

RO,
SECRANS BLVD

% .
o) oo e
5./-'_7. el |

Proposed operational access will be evaluated
against reserve goals and objectives, and alter-
native access will be explored. New road con-
struction through
the reserve will be
discouraged to
minimize frag-
mentation of eco-
logically sensitive
areas of the
reserve.

The breakdown of

Velvet Cactus reserve acreage

by jurisdiction is

Naval Command, Control and Ocean 292.1
Surveillance Center, RDT&E Division (NRaD)

Naval Submarine Base San Diego 140.8
U.S. National Park Service (Cabrillo Monument) 127.3
Fleet and Industrial Supply Center, Point Loma 40.0
Annex

Fleet Combat Training Center Pacific 22.7
City of San Diego 8.9
Naval Station 4.2
Coast Guard 15
Department of Veterans Affairs 11

(Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery Point Loma)

Total Acres 638.6
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